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gular monthly meeting of the Victorian Section
~Society was held on Wednesday, May 2, in the
vin Hall, Melbourne.

“Stevens presided over the meeting, and intro-
¢d Dr. Lipson, who very ably presented the paper,
is published in this section of the journal.

réat interest was shown in the subject dealt with
Lipson, and an animated discussion followed.

-

he Problem of Brands in Woeol

Lipson, C.5.L.R.O., Wool Textile Hesearch
Laboratory. Geelong.

he. oceurrence of brand marks in the raw fleece
been, for many years, a constant source of frouble
d rritation to those engaged in wool  processing.
rences to the problem can be fraced as far back
11803, and its seriousness has grown in parallel with
e development of the wool industry itself.

though commonly referred to as “tar,” the stains
ainly result from the use by graziers of sheep-brand-
fluids which are not removed by the normal scour-
Many of these products have, until re-
¥, been based on drying or semi-drying oils
ch change on exposure to hard residues completely
tant to scouring. As the original preparation

Sulting stain on the wool appears like tar or pitch
§ generally called “tar” stain. Tar, however, is
W_:rarely used to brand sheep.

As'the Problem concerns both grower and manufac-
€1, 1t is perhaps relevant {o present some informa-

® grower brands his sheep for identification and
Practice, formerly compulsory in some states, is
Obtional throughout Australia except for travel-

Illlcontains a pigment such as Carbon Black, the-

n how and why brands are applied in the field.

ling sheep in Queensland and certain parts of Western
Australia. The Australian Wool Board advises growers
to refrain from branding, if possible, and some proper-
{ies have already stopped the practice without great
inconvenience, However, most sheep in Australia are
still branded, and it is therefore necessary to remove
brands by some means or other when the weol is
subsequently processed.

The brand is usually applied fo the back of the sheep
by means of an iron or other implement dipped intc
the fluid. Small drops can be accidentally splashed
onto the fieece during this procedure and these arve
often undetected when the wool is later sorted for
brands. For this reason, graziers are advised by the
Wool Board to use some absorbent material, such as
sheep-pelt, in the pot contzining the fluid and to wet
only the marking face of the brand. A new type of
branding appliance heips to overcome the danger of
splashing; it consists of a pad beneath a reservoir and
gzim cleanly brand several hundred sheep with each.

ling.

Present Trealment of Brand Siains.

Many graziers endeavour to have the brands re-
moved from the fleece during classing, but it is prac-
tically impossible to eliminate the fault in this man-
ner. Inevitably there will remain small specks which
are often undetected until well on in manufacture.
The same remarks apply to sorting in the mill, where,
despite the utmost care, brands will get through and
cause trouble in subseguent processing.

During scouring, due to the action of hot soap solu-
tions and the pressure of squeeze rollers, the marks
often spread. In this way, the -extent of contamina-
tion can be increased. Tig. 1 shows brand marks in
wool after scouring. Carding further spreads the fault
by opening up the staples carrying the marks which
are then distributed further in the mass of wool

Combing removes nearly all the brand from the top
and concentrales it in the noil. For this reason, the
trouble is almost entirely eliminated from worsted
processing. However, in the felt’ and woollen indus-
tries, where noils are a major raw material, the prob-

THE TEXTILE JOURNAL OF AUSTRALIA-—May 21, 195L ’ 285






