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AWEX WOOL SERVICES

Ground Floor, 318 Burns Bay Road 

Lane Cove NSW 2066

PO Box 823 Lane Cove NSW 1595

Telephone (02) 9428 6140  Facsimile (02) 9420 9633

woolclasser@awex.com.au

2006 A Big Year for Woolclassers
2006 has arrived and this is a big year for both the Australian Wool Exchange
Ltd (AWEX) and all Woolclassers. AWEX, in its role as Woolclasser co-ordinator
and registrar, has some exciting plans for 2006 that will enhance all
Woolclassers. This includes more “Bringing BOARDtalk to the Bush” Seminars,
a review of key Woolclassing documents and in the second half of the year, the
re-registration of all Woolclassers.

“Bringing BOARDtalk to the Bush”
One of the most successful key programmes that AWEX developed in 2005 was
the Woolclasser extension programme “Bringing BOARDtalk to the Bush”. AWEX
is now pleased to announce that there will be 14 free seminars in five States in the
first half of the year. AWEX will hold Seminars in the following towns:

Review of Key Documents
The review process of key documents started in late 2005. The documents to be
reviewed include: Code of Practice, AWEX-ID, Clip Preparation Standards and
the Corrective Action Letters. The review of these woolclassing documents is
being undertaken for the benefit of all wool industry participants.

In previous BOARDtalk newsletters, AWEX asked for submissions to enhance the
Code of Practice. All Woolclassers are asked to submit comments in writing to

assist in the development of the new Code of Practice. The review is being
undertaken in the first half of the year to coincide with the re-registration of
Woolclassers in the second half of 2006.

The outcome of this review will provide the industry with a key woolclassing
standard that is to be achieved by all Woolclassers up until the year 2010.

Re-Registration of all Woolclassers
In the second half of 2006, the task of re-registering all Woolclassers will begin in
earnest. To further assist AWEX in the smooth running of this process, we ask
that  you keep your mailing details up to date with the Woolclasser Registrar. If
you do not supply AWEX with your current mailing address then we cannot
guarantee that you will receive your re-registration kit in October 2006.

For further information contact Greg Sawyer AWEX Tel. 02 9428 6144

BOARDtalk
Auction Action January 2006
Analysis and Commentary by  Jonathon Linn, Market Analyst, AWEX

EMI v USD Last two years

The inverse relationship between the AUD/USD exchange rate
and the EMI continues to exist on a long-term scale. Since
2004 the relationship has weakened however, with the EMI
continuing to trend lower despite the AUD also losing ground.

EMI v USD Last two months

The EMI has bounced back after the Christmas break, gaining
just over 40 cents in the first two sales of the New Year.
Meanwhile the Australian Dollar has remained steady against
the USD.

Compared to last year, the numer of bales offered at action has
reduced by 23 371 to 108 2371. Lots available at action has also
reduced by 7741 to 196 933.
Analysis and Commentary by  Jonathon Linn, Market
Analyst, AWEX.

January 2006

Nothern Region July-Dec 2005 July-Dec 2004

Lots offered 84,297 88,488

Lots sold 78,851 81,335

Lots Passed in 5,396 (6.4%) 7098

Lots No Bid 50 55

Lots Withdrawn 2,088 3533

Number of bales offered 365777 381234

Average Merino Fleece Length (mm) 81.47 81.51

Average Merino Fleece Strength (nkt) 37.96 37.80

Average Merino Fleece Micron 19.20 19.21

Average Merino Fleece VMB (%) 1.50 1.51

Southern Region
Lots offered 76,119 78,807

Lots sold 68,709 70,102

Lots Passed in 7,327 (9.6%) 8,589

Lots No Bid 83 26

Lots Withdrawn 2,718 3,411

Number of bales offered 468340 476345

Average Merino Fleece Length (mm) 87.11 87.13

Average Merino Fleece Strength (nkt) 35.82 35.64

Average Merino Fleece Micron 20.41 20.40

Average Merino Fleece VMB (%) 1.11 1.10

Western Region
Lots offered 36,517 37,379

Lots sold 31,233 31,990

Lots Passed in 5,086 (13.9%) 5,25

Lots No Bid 198 139

Lots Withdrawn 2,273 2,257

Number of bales offered 248,254 248,163

Average Merino Fleece Length (mm) 84.92 85.04

Average Merino Fleece Strength (nkt) 29.82 29.77

Average Merino Fleece Micron 20.45 20.47

Average Merino Fleece VMB (%) 0.78 0.78
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Around the RegionsAround the Regions

February March April May June

Narrogin Kimba Swan Hill Stanthorpe Broken Hill

Esperance Burra Ararat Glen Innes

Mount Barker Kangaroo Island Casterton Uralla

Perth

(See next article for more information)

From the Registrar
by: Greg Sawyer
Phone: 02 9428 6144
email: greg_sawyer@awex.com.au

New Graduate Feedback
The Australian Wool Exchange Ltd is pleased to
announce that new Woolclasser graduates will receive a
written summary from AWEX auditors on lots
presented for  auction sale. This initiative was raised
and confirmed by woolclasser trainers as being an
important independent follow up and support process
to new graduates entering the commercial
environment.

Black fibres in Crossbred Lambs
Any crossbred lambs that are believed to be at risk
and/or show pigmented fibres must have a “Y” suffix
(ref. Woolclassers Code of Practice, pg 12). This
includes  black pointed crossbred lambs and lambs
which have come into contact with pigmented fibre
sheep.
AWEX audits for clip preparation standards at all wool
selling centres. If black pointed crossbred lambs wool is
offered for sale, and does not have “Y” suffix in the bale
description, this will generate a Corrective Action letter.

Woolhandler Training
Australian Wool Innovation (AWI) is conducting two
day Woolhandler workshops around Australia in the
first six months of 2006.
The training delivery will focus on up-skilling the
workforce in all aspects of efficient clip preparation and
quality control to maximise woolgrower returns. It also
provides techniques for improved work efficiency, work
quality and occupational health and safety. To find out
more about these workshops, please contact Australian
Wool Innovation toll free on 1800 070 099 or 
visit www.wool.com.au

Did you know?
In several parts of Australia cotted wool is increasing.
Just to refresh your memory on cotted wool, the Code
of Practice states in merino clips the bale description is
to be called A COM. In crossbred clips the bale
description is to have “K” suffix.
If you have wool that is cotted and is not classed or
skirted to the Code of Practice requirements, you are
not to place your stencil on the bale (s). The wool can
still be sold but will have a catalogue symbol denoting
that the wool is not classed or not skirted to Code of
Practice specifications.
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• Effective Skirting

• Boardtalk seminars 
for 2006

• Classing for length and
stength in combing wool

• Update on Corrective
Action letters

inside

Every three years Woolclassers

are required to renew their

registration with the Australian

Wool Exchange (AWEX).

Prior to re-registration, AWEX

carries out an extensive review of

the Code of Practice for the

AWEX Quality System -

Preparation of Australian Wool

Clips - The Woolclasser (COP).

The review aims to ensure that

the COP is maintained as the

minimum standard for wool

preparation as required by the

Members of AWEX, and must

reflect any relevant industry

changes since the previous

review.

The Woolclasser and wool

handlers are a vital first step in

the wool textile processing chain.

It is imperative for the wool

industry that the new COP is a

useful reference tool that can

assist Woolclassers in their

everyday management of wool

harvesting and clip preparation.

Preliminary consultation with

groups representing various

sectors of the Industry has

identified some areas for review,

• Wool (Bale) Descriptions,

• Skirting levels,

• Risk breeds,

• Dark and Medullated fibres 

from risk,

• Wool produces responsibility,

• Alternative harvesting (e.g.

Biological shearing) and 

methods of clip preparation.

The new Code of Practice will be

released to coincide with

Woolclasser re-registration that

will commence in October 2006.

During the first quarter of 2006,

AWEX will continue to consult

with the wool industry via:

• Focus groups with 

Woolclassers and Wool 

Producers from each State.

• Regular contact with the wool

trade members.

• Feedback from both domestic 

and overseas processors.

• The AWEX Industry Services 

Advisory Committee.

AWEX encourages all industry

participants to forward

comments relevant to the Code

of Practice review.

Please direct your comments in

writing to the Project Manager,

Mr Ben Lyons email:

ben_lyons@awex.com.au or 

PO Box 649 

Lane Cove NSW 1595.

Code of Practice Review 2006 The 16th Annual 
Woolclasser’s Forum

Presented by

Landmark and Bendigo 
Regional Institute of TAFE

Sheep Brands in Wool 

Dark and Medullated Fibre Risk 

Clip Preparaton

Code of Practice 

Woolclasser Presentation

For further information contact:

Jim Field  

Phone 03 5460 4899 Fax 03 5461 3810 or 
email jfield@britafe.vic.edu.au

Or

Athol Frederick 
Phone 03 5448 3881 Fax 03 5448 3882 or 
email athol.frederick@landmark.com.au

Program

Wednesday 14 June 2006, 7.30 pm 
at MacGillivray Hall 

McCrae Street Bendigo, Victoria

Increased pressure and demands on woolclassers in
shearing sheds has emerged as a problem in
Australia, according to wool buyers and the
manager of the Australian wool market, AWEX.

Wool buyers are noting a rising number of skirtings
in fleece lines, which raises the risk of wool being
contaminated by vegetable matter, dark fibres and
non-scourable colour.

Western Australian Woolbuyers Association
Chairman, Peter Morris, said poorly prepared wool
was a problem this season and this was affecting
buyer confidence and grower incomes.

“Poor preparation of wool clips in Australia is
becoming a major problem because, we, as wool
buyers, are having to walk by one in every 15 to 20
lots,” Mr. Morris said.

He said ill-prepared fleece could sell at a discount of
between five and 10 per cent.

“We see wool that we would love to buy that would

fulfill orders but because its has got skirtings or
cotts, unfortunately, we have to walk past or
discount it to an inferior type,” Mr. Morris said.

AWEX Chief Executive Officer, Mark Grave, said
cost-cutting during shearing and understaffed wool
sheds, due to low wool prices, were possibly the
reasons for the problem. As a result, wool was being
under-prepared.

Mr Grave said it was in the interests of growers that
any issues relating to poor preparation be identified
and discussed with their woolclasser because
incorrect preparation ultimately affected price.

“Woolclassers and growers need to be more vigilant
so they can maximize their returns,” Mr. Grave said.

“We want woolclassers and growers to be aware of
the ramifications of poorly- classed clips. The
buyers would like to see well-classed clips so they
can use their limits to their fullest.”

AWEX Wool Services Manager, David Cother, said

that correct preparation of the Australian clip was
the collective responsibility of the grower, wool
classer and wool handlers.

“We are concerned that low wool prices may be
encouraging short cuts,” Mr. Cother said. “AWEX is
concerned about the increasing number of skirtings
appearing in fleece lines.”

“Wool that was not skirted properly represented
increased risk to the buyer and processor in terms
of irregular length, unscourable colour, dark fibre,
vegetable matter cluster and cott content,” he said.

He said, “AWEX had escalated its reporting
structures to assess the amount of frib and skirt
coming through and was increasing its awareness
campaign about uniform preparation.”

For further information contact: Mark Grave 
Chief Executive Officer, AWEX. Tel. 02 9428 6111.

Poor Clip Preparation Threatens Wool Returns 

LAST 2 YEAR LAST YEAR

EMI AUD USD AUD USD
Average 735 549 698 533
High 827 612 749 578
Low 632 476 632 476
Current 673 502 673 502

E2 is an electronic trading system
developed by the Australian Wool
Exchange Ltd (AWEX) to assist all
woolgrowers to better manage the
marketing of their wool clip.

Woolgrowers have the ability to
place all or parts  of their clip on to
the system via their wool broker.

Placing wool on E2 allows you the
woolgrower to take advantage of
any positive wool market
movements without having to wait
for the next auction offering.

AWEX E2 Business Development
Manager, Mr. Tony Benson, has
recently stated: “Woolgrowers in
today's market have the ability to
market their wool clip not just via
the auction system.

E2 provides an electronic trading
system that is viewed by the
world's wool trade 7 days a week 24
hours a day.

Wools that are offered on E2 still
maintain the grower's identity with
the “farm brand' clearly identified,
which assists those woolgrowers
who have built up relationships
with both buyers and processors.

AWEX offers users of E2 a
guarantee that all wool offered
meets AWEX business rules, 3
levels of AWEX-ID appraisal
(seller, AWEX audited and
guaranteed), quality standards and
conformation with clip inspection
and Woolclasser registration
requirements.

Mr. Benson, liaises directly with
buyers to make them fully aware of
what types of wool are available to
suit their needs.

Exporters are looking for more
efficient systems to buy wool and
E2 provides them with a market
place that can be accessed directly
from all parts of Australia, and the
world.

Managing your exposure to the
volatility of the wool market
should be part of any wool
grower's marketing plan. A good
marketing plan will incorporate E2
to assist you in achieving your
wool pricing targets.

For further information contact:
Tony Benson, E2 Manager,
AWEX Tel. 02 9428 6140.
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Classing for Length and Strength in Combing Wools 2006 “Bringing BOARDtalk to the Bush” Seminars 

AWEX is pleased to advise that it has completed a review of the
format and content of the Corrective Action letters that are sent to
Woolclassers. In this review AWEX has reworded letters to clearly
highlight relevant parts of the Code of Practice to make you further
aware of why an advisory or corrective action letter has been sent.

There are now 2 levels of letters which registered AWEX
Woolclasser, or Classing House, may receive.

1) Advisory Letter, (No Action Required)
2) Corrective Action Letter (Require Written Response)

An advisory letter, is designed to provide feedback to the
Woolclasser on issues that, while significant, do not require a
written response.

A corrective action letter is written to each individual Woolclasser or
Classing House when a serious breach or misinterpretation of the
Code of Practice is detected. All registered Woolclassers are required
to provide a written response to each corrective action letter they
receive. If an OC (Owner Classer), AW (Australian Woolclasser) or
CH (Classing House) fails to reply, it may result in the stencil being
suspended until a response is received.

Each letter now contains 4 sections.

Section A. The Woolclasser Details and the Description of the
issue.

Section B. The relevant Code of Practice reference,
Section C. The supporting reasons why the issue is important and

is in the  Code of Practice, and 
Section D. Corrective Action Response form.

These new letters will be issued from February 2006. If you have
any questions regarding Woolclassing matters please write to:
Australian Wool Exchange PO Box 649,
Lane Cove, NSW 1595, or email greg_sawyer@awex.com.au or
phone 02 9428 6144.

The FAWO Working Group, which
comprises representatives from all
sectors of the industry, including the
Australian Wool Exchange (AWEX), is
now conducting new trials to further
assess the risk of Dark and Medullated
Fibre contamination, especially for
other breeds joined to traditional
Merino flocks.

Dark & Medullated Fibre Risk
(DMFR) Rating Scheme enables:

• buyers to be informed when the
Merino wool they are valuing has
come in contact with “exotic” sheep
which have shedding fleeces
containing dark and/or medullated
fibres; and

• growers to advise potential buyers
that Merino wool offered for sale
has a low risk of contamination.

The aim of the first trial is to quantify
the risk of dark and/or medullated fibre
for wool from other breeds with the
Merino AWEX Code of Practice Breed
Risk Rating 1; specifically the Dohne,
SAMM and Australian Meat Merino
(AMM).

The aim of the second trial is to
quantify the dark and medullated fibre
risk in other non-Merino breeds used
in Australia, plus goats and alpacas.
Samples will be sought from Merino
wool that has had any form of contact

with non-Merino breeds such as:
White and Black Dorper, Awassi,
Damara, Karakul, Wiltshire Horn,
Dorset Horn, Van Rooy, Suffolk, White
Suffolk, Corriedale, Border Leister,
Polwarth, etc.

Contact with the Merino wool may
be deliberate or accidental and may
occur through mating, rearing a cross-
bred lamb, being run through the same
paddocks, yards or stock crates, etc.
The testing for these trials will be
conducted from keeper samples that
are held by AWTA Ltd.

This information will be used to
improve both the DMFR Scheme and
the DMF Test. In addition, they will be
used to assist AWEX in the completion
of its database of Code of Practice
Sheep Breed Risk Ratings for the
current review of the Code of Practice.

Woolgrowers are asked to contact
either their broker, the Project Leader
Kerry Hansford
(kerry.hansford@bigpond.com or
0429 953 344), AWEX, AWTA Ltd or
FAWO for more information on these
important trials.

For further information contact:

Dr Peter Morgan
FAWO Ph. (03) 9318 0077 
peter.morgan@woolindustries.org

AWEX, will hold a second series of
workshops to help Woolclassers
improve wool preparation, keep up
with industry trends and maintain
Australia's reputation for quality wool.
Growing on the success of the seminars
held in the second half of 2005, the
National Woolclasser Registrar (Mr.
Greg Sawyer) has announced the next
round of “Bringing BOARDtalk to the
Bush” Seminars.

Mr Sawyer said,. “There are
approximately 25,000 registered
Woolclassers in Australia working in

rural locations, some quite remote, so
that is where AWEX will be going.”

The seminars will be held on the
following days:

Western Australia
Narrogin 14th February 
Mount Barker 15th February
Esperance 17th February
Perth 18th February

South Australia
Burra 8th March
Kimba 9th March
Kangaroo Island 11th March

Broken Hill 3rd June

Victoria
Swan Hill 6th April
Ararat 7th April
Casterton 8th April

Queensland / New South Wales
Stanthorpe 18th May
Glen Innes 19th May
Uralla 20th May
Broken Hill 3rd June

A key aspect of the AWEX Woolclasser
service is its ability to deliver current,
useful and practical information to all

Woolclassers. Some of the topics that
will be presented at the Seminars are:

• Clip Preparation and the Code of
Practice,

• Sheep brands in Greasy Wool,

• Contamination of the woolclip,

• Dark and Medullated fibre and its
effect on the white wool clip,

• Poorly prepared wool in the 
marketplace.

These free Seminars give the

Woolclasser and AWEX staff, the
chance to talk face to face, to present
feedback, ideas and concerns about the
current Woolclassing environment.

Seminars held during 2005 recognised
a need to increase and improve
communication with Woolclassers to
ensure that they were fully briefed on
the latest industry issues and trends.

For further information or to book a
place at any of the Seminars, please call
Greg Sawyer, AWEX, 02 9428 6144

Woolsearch: Your Employment Website
With the wool industry becoming

increasingly short staffed, AWEX has
developed a multi purpose
employment website.

WOOLSEARCH website allows you
to promote your professional skills to
the wool industry. All industry
participants can access this website by
logging on to
www.woolsearch.com.au.

Woolsearch lists your name, location
and relevant contact details to enable
growers, contractors and classing
houses to contact you directly.
Australian Woolclassers, Shearers and
Shedhands are invited to add their

details online. Woolsearch receives
thousands of enquries every week
from people endeavouring to locate
qualified staff to work in sheds around
Australia.

Woolsearch provides the following
available information:
• The Code of Practice,
• Woolclasser checklist,
• Rules for Woolclasser Registration,
• Dark and Medullated Fibre Risk

(DMFR),
• Contact details for the award rates  
of pay,
• Previous BOARDtalk newsletters.

Attendees at the BOARDtalk

seminars, have seen how well the
website is developed and easy to
navigate. Back issues of BOARDtalk
can be downloaded from the
Woolsearch website by clicking on the
link “industry information”.

If you have missed an issue, or you
are looking for a previous article you
can obtain that information here. This
service is provided free of charge to all
participants.

www.woolsearch.com.au

For information contact Tony Benson
Tel. 02 9428 6140

Given the current state of the wool
market, many producers are
attempting to cut costs at all stages of
production, and are therefore
reconsidering their use of On Farm
Fibre Measurement (OFFM).
However, many producers may be
surprised to see that the use of OFFM
is still a profitable exercise.

AWI has recently upgraded the price
information in the OFFM Calculator
(www.wooloffm.com.au). The OFFM
Calculator shows the expected
financial benefits of applying OFFM
to wool enterprises, separated into clip
preparation, breeding and selection.

The calculator allows you to enter
your own micron, fleece weight, yield
and cost of testing, as well as the size,
age groups, culling and reproduction
level of your flock. It then shows the
profit that can be made as a result of
using OFFM over a number of years.

The calculator now uses prices from
the last five wool selling seasons (late
2000 to early 2005). The easy to use
OFFM Calculator is available freely
through the website, and can provide
an OFFM “Profit Map” over time.

The updated price periods for
standard 18 and 20 micron flocks
produce average annual per sheep net
profits of $5.56 and $3.04 respectively,
when OFFM Tested. In comparison,
the equivalent profits from the
previous version of the OFFM
Calculator (1998-2003 selling seasons)
were $6.09 and $3.74 respectively.

So, while market changes have had
some impact on profitability, there
remains significant value in the use of
OFFM. Why not encourage
prospective and/or current clients to
visit the website and have a look at the
full system and see how the returns
from OFFM are calculated?

OFFM-QA Accredited
Organisations

The On Farm Fibre Measurement
Quality Assurance Program (OFFM-
QA) is about to launch another round
of accreditations, with audits and
training planned for early 2006, and a
proficiency trial commencing in April.

For further information contact
Lucy Hicks AWEX Tel. 02 9428 6134

60 seconds 
with the 

Woolclasser 
Registrar

BOARDtalk BOARDtalkJAN2006

Name: Mr. Viv Bath

Where and when did you graduate
from in Woolclassing?
Studied part time (night school) at
School of Mines Ballarat
Final exams at Gordon Institute,
Geelong 1962.

Time in the wool industry:
Since the mid 1950's.

Time Woolclassing:
44 years.

What area(s) do you cover? 
I focussed in South Western Victoria.

Do you class wool all year round?
About 10 months of the year.

Have you classed wool anywhere else
but Australia? No.

How far have you travelled to class a
shed?
Up to one and a half hours from home

What are your first memories of wool
classing?
Working with sheep and wool while
working at a stud.
The atmosphere in the shed.
Meeting new people.

List some key points that concern you
as the Woolclasser:
• Continunity of work for
Woolclassers.
• Reduced Sheep numbers in the
district.

What was the instrumental decision
in deciding to have a career as a
Woolclasser?
I enjoyed working with Sheep and
Wool. I have made many friends and
have many sheds that I have classed
continuously for over 30 years: one
shed, ”Lake View, Cressy” I have classed
for 42 years straight.

Thank you Viv, for spending 60
seconds with the AWEX Woolclasser
Registrar.

Updated Corrective Action Letters

All Breeds Trial for the Management of
Dark and Medullated Fibre Risk

Online OFFM Calculator Updated

The objective of the Code of Practice is to provide a standard
of preparation of raw wool to the trade in lots that are as
consistent and uniform as possible. Length and Strength are two
key components of the Code of Practice and global wool
processing. The Woolclasser is the first vital step in the wool
textile processing chain.

Woolclassers often query, “why keep wool separate if the buyer
or mill  is going to blend it together anyway?” The simple
answer to this is that the blending process  by these entities is
managed under controlled environments to deliver certain
processing outcomes. The reason this can occur effectively is
because the woolclasser has kept them separate in the first place.

Leading Italian topmaker group, G.Schneider Aust. P/L is
quoted in their recent weekly market report: “The prices for the
better wools with lower vegetable matter (VM) and better
tensile strength (NKT) remain at good premiums to the poorer
types. Poorly prepared lines… are being neglected by many
sectors in search of more consistent and predictable quality.”
The Schneider group are leading Italian topmakers with
topmaker mills in Italy as well as China.

Combing Length
In the first half of the 05/06 season, over 170 lots have been
audited by AWEX for mixed length. Wool processors require
each lot made available for sale, is consistent in length right
through each bale.

The Code of Practice clearly states, wool that is significantly
shorter or longer than the main line must be placed into a line
of its own or bulk class.

To reduce the risk to buyers and wool processors follow these
three points:

• Check your lines throughout each run
• “if it stands out, take it out”
• Skirt wool correctly to remove short fibres from around 

the fleece.

Strength
From time to time AWEX auditors will find lots with an
excessive strength variation. Poor staple strength affects
processing and produces a higher than required noil content in
the top.

Sound and tender fleeces that have been classed  together will
result in misleading staple strength measurements and wide
coefficient of variation. In short the processing result is difficult
to predict. It is the Woolclasser's responsibility to remove those
fleeces which are tender and place them in the tender line. If the
whole clip is tender, it is advised that a very tender line still be
made to remove “window break” wools.

To reduce the risk to wool processors of tender wool, the “flick”
test is undertaken in the shearing shed. The flick test uses a
staple that is no bigger than the thickness of a pencil and is
gripped at the tip and base (not in the middle) and flicked. If
the staple breaks easily the fibre is tender and should be placed
in the tender line.

Woolclassers are reminded that-

• consistency,
• uniformity,
• communication and
• reduction of risk to all users

are the key objectives of woolclassing.

Removing those wools which are different in length and/or
strength from the main line will result in a more consistent and
uniform fibre length, therefore reducing the risk to the
processor. When writing your wool specification, correctly
provide all the information on each mob including length and
expected strength.

Organisers of the Australian Fleece
Competition are reminding all
Woolgrowers and their Woolclassers
to start selecting fleeces for the 2006
competition which starts on the 21st
July 2006.

This is a national competition
attracting fleeces from all Australian
States and New Zealand. Fleeces
need to have some of the following
characteristics to be competitive,
these include;

1. Good Weight.
2. Good Strength.
3. Good Character.
4. Be skirted, to remove all

sweaty edges and stain.

There is over $10,000 worth of
prizes with 29 sponsors (including
AWEX) involved in this prestigious
event. National as well as State
Champions will be awarded at this
competition. Fleeces can be sent to
your local Landmark branch which
will then be forwarded on to
Melbourne for Testing and Judging.
The Competition will be held on the
21st to the 23rd July 2006 in
Bendigo, Victoria. Any enquires
please contact Peter Vile on 0418
555 595 or Athol Frederick 
on 0428 510 518.

Au s t r a l i a n  F l e e ce  Com p e t i t i o n

Over the past 12 months, AWEX has
conducted an extensive review of the
bale label's performance. Feedback
on the label concluded that the
allocated space on the label is not
sufficient for the required details.

Concerns were raised regarding the
variable standard of writing and the
need to improve the legibility of the

label in both the warehouse and core-
line operations. Wool handlers
stressed that the key data (wool
description and bale number) have to
be centralised for efficient use in
warehouses and core lines. Wool
warehouses use the head of the bale to
identify lots in storage stacks. Some

core lines are orientated such that the
core line staff predominantly used
head branding to identify each
bale/lot as it is tested. The use in
warehouses now of closed circuit TVs
(CCTV) on core lines is increasing.

As a result of this review AWEX is
trialling a new label during the 2006
Autumn shearing season.

The new trial label is designed to
resolve the problems in readability
that were occurring at core lines and
in warehousing. The new trial label
only contains two larger fields for the
Woolclasser to fill out - Wool
Description and Bale Number. The
unique identification number will
remain for traceability purposes.

In addition, AWEX and Australian
Wool Innovation are currently co
funding an e-Bale Project that aims to
identify the best possible technology
and overall viability of an electronic
identification scheme incorporated
into the bale. Each trial label will
incorporate a Radio Frequency
Identification tag in the label.

Bale Label Trial

Effective Skirting
AWEX auditors have detected an increased number of lots with

sweat points and fribs in the grab sample.

In the most recent three sales weeks (Weeks 23/24/28) a total of

566 lots have been reported with skirtings evident in the fleece

line.

The reasons for skirting wool are well documented. Skirting of

fleece is intended to:

a) Remove short fribby edges, belly edges, stains and sweat

points,

b)Reduce the risk of coloured or dark fibres, and

c) Present the fleece portion as an even consistent line.

AWEX does not advocate either over or under skirting, just

effective skirting. Each clip and mob has its own profile which

must be managed accordingly.

Techniques for good skirting:

a) Good skirting comes from the wrists and fingers. Do not
skirt from the shoulders (i.e. “Breaststroking”) as this is
prone to removing too much wool.

b)Prepare and straighten the fleece ahead of you, allowing a
good visual picture of the fleece edge.

c) Don't waste time in areas that you know are not prone to
short, colour or fibby edges.

d)Work and move together as a team on the table.

e) As the Woolclasser responsible for the wool preparation,
spend some time with your woolhandlers demonstrating
what you want removed.

f) The woolclasser and woolhandlers should look at the Pieces
bin every 30 minutes. Does it look too fleecy? 

g) Keep an eye on your skirting ratios, but don't let them be
the sole focus of your output.

AWEX cautions woolclassers about chasing skirting ratios.

Chasing or focusing solely on achieving skirting ratios can often

be at the expense of doing the job correctly. The first and

primary objective of the woolclasser and his/her woolhandler

team is to ensure all wool is effectively and adequately prepared.
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